CHAPTEE X.

IN WAK TIME.

1861-1865.

WHEN the dreadful arbitrament of war could
not be avoided, distressing as it must nave been tp
one the habit of whose life was that of peaceful
philanthropy, Whittier could not retire from the
field, but gave frequent expression of his views in
prose and verse. If he had written nothing else,
his poems " In War Time " would make for him
an imperishable monument. In his maturer years
war had no such charm for his imagination as
that to which he confessed in his earlier years,
when he was conscious of a spirit " warring in his
members " against the peaceful thoughts and ways
of the Society of Friends, exciting in his blood a
certain " joy of battle." He has given expression
to the feeling in " The Training," included in his
"Prose Works."1

The warlike tone of some of Mr. Whittier's
earlier poems, such as that written on the occasion
of the death of Bolivar, serves to show what lyrics
might have been expected from his maturer years,
had not his Quaker scruples in regard to war re-
strained his pen, and rendered even his intense love
of freedom subservient to what he regarded as the
1 Vol. i. pp. 346,347.